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THE PRESERVATION OF JUDAISM. 


A Subscriber has sent us the following translated extract from 
a recent essay, by our distinguished friend, Dr. G. Jeiesser 
of Hamburgh, one of the foremost in the advocacy of the 
equal rights of all religious dominations. Some profess to 
discover in Dr. G.’s reasoning, an explaining away of that 
special providence, recognized by a great part of both the 
Jewish and the Christian world, in the preservation of 
Judaism. Jt would be profitless here to raise a discussion ; 
for the discovery does no more, at the utmost, than trace so 
admirable a perfection of design, so complete an adaptation of 
means to end, in our religious system, that a continuous 
special providence is not necessary for its preservation :—in 
other words, the original miracle was so all sufficient, that a 
dependent chain of miracles needs not be insisted upon.—Ep, 


“ The cause of this wonderful phenomenon, the preservation 
of Judaism, is attributed to the circumstance that ‘ with the 
‘the Jews, religion and nationality have always been intimately 
‘bound up together.’ In this so oft-repeated commonplace, 
there is a little truth mingled with a great deal of error: let 
us try to separate the former from the latter. ‘That this ex- 
planation really explains nothing, is proved by the simple 
fact,—that nationality, in at least an equal degree, was peculiar 
to all the ancient heathen religions, inasmuch as those religions 
stood in the closest connexion with their national and political 

ing; and yet that circumstance has not been able to preserve 
them from destruction. If we enter more deeply into the 
subject, we feel at a loss to explain, how it is that in this 
case, the everlasting should be preserved through its connec- 
tion with the perishable, the spiritual through the physical, 
the divine through the earthly; when in this very union has 
urked the germ of death for those forms to which it has given 
birth. When Greece and Rome fell, their Gods of necessity 
fell with them,—because they were the Gods of Greece and 
Rome, and because their splendour and majesty, being only 

orrowed from those nations, inevitably sunk with them. And 
can the same connection which in the one case makes destruc- 
tion necessary and unavoidable, be in the other the cause of 
Preservation? Can that which leads to death in this instance, 
 eg-te everlasting life in that ?—That such an opinion would 
€ founded in error, seems clear. It is not then the mere 
circumstance that, in Judaism, religion and nationality have 
bays been firmly bound together, but it is the nature of the 
bon which has bins its protection. It is not through this 
Sonnection, but in spite of it, that Judaism still stands erect. 

‘here religion was subordinate to, or co-operating with nation- 

ty, where she served political ends, where the oracles of 
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priests and augurs were tools in the hands of statesmen, means 
for working out their cunning plots, there religion necessarily 
followed to the grave the political existence on which it was 
dependent. But in Judaism, religion itself, the conception of 
a God, was the governing principle :—natural, national, political, 
and earthly interests, were but subservient to it. It is true, 
that the one was allied to the other; but not according to 
the principle of materialism, which sees in the soul nothing 
but the product of our various physical powers; but according 
to the most sublime spiritualism, which sees in the soul a being 
independent of, and swaying as well as out-living the body, 
According to our conviction, it is the spirit which sustains 
life in a nation, as wellas in anindividual; and the continuance, 
therefore, of Judaism, is the immortality of spirit in its 
history. But the notion which would solve the problem of the 
‘‘ miraculous” preservation of Judaism, through its close alli- 
ance with a presumed nationality,’’ teaches an _ historical 
immortality of the body, and can only conceive the eternity of 
the spirit through its connection with the body. Such a 
doctrine is nothing else but the introduction of the grossest 
materialism, (which denies the independent existence of the 
soul) into history, and that too in the very instance in which 
the clearest testimony, the most undoubted facts, attest the 
contrary. That the spirit of Judaism could survive the shat- 
tered fragments of its nationality, that its spirit could prove 
itself independent of nationality, are sufficient to show the 
immense difference between Judaism and the national and 
state-religions of antiquity, even to the most unenlightened 
= the solution then, of this great, this unique fact, to 
be sought for in what Judaism has in common with all those 
religions which have been interred for centuries? No; that 
Judaism could exist, without territory, without nationality, - 
nmithout worldly power, without station or influence, without 
earthly support of any kind,—that it could exist for centuries 
under oppression and persecution, and external contempt,— 
this is the true miracle ;—natural, according to our view, but inex- 
licable and mysterious to those who take an opposite one, 
t exhibits how, like a spiritual being, Judaism has preserved 
itself, and how, as such, it demands respect and veneration. 
The power and the staff of Judah have been broken for ages ;— 
its religious thoughts and feelings have proved, and will prove, 
imperishable. Though the crown of David be irretrievably tram- 
pled in the dust, the strings of his inspired harp sound, and 
will sound through centuries, awakening and sustaining faith in 
God, and love and hope, and confiding resignation.” 


DUTIES OF THE “ FRIENDS OF ISRAEL.” 
We have already received various responses to our appeal 


under this head, (published in last number). Before proceeding 
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further, we present the following, which recommends the esta- | anywhere ; 
philanthropy, 


blishment of an Association for fevroeing the moral and civil 
relations of the Jews. The article has been in our hands some 
time, and has already met with favour in some quarters: it 1s 
now submitted to public opinion. : 
‘“A single voice cannot, any more than a single drop, 
exercise an effective force; but the united voices of an asso- 
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ciation, like the united waters of an ocean, will carry all before 
them. Let such an association enquire into the moral and 
civil state of the Jews in their respective countries; into the 
causes which retard their improvement, and the means by 
which that improvement might be effected. Let such an 
association bring to light machinations and secret practices, 


adverse to humanity and justice, and summon them before | 


the tribunal of public opinion. Let superior State authori- 
ties, who are so frequently deceived by the misrepresentations 
of their subordinates, learn the true position of their Jewish 
subjects. Let them hear, from an independent association, 
such truths as the Jews concerned dare not venture to give 
utterance to, from dread of the revenge of those subordinate 
authorities. Let those libels be exposed which are so fre- 
quently coined by public prints. Let those attacks be repelled, 
to which even the leading journals of Europe are instigated by 
our ruthless adversaries. 

‘* Need I expatiate on the advantages derivable from such 
an association? I think that to do so, would be to dis- 
parage the understanding of your readers. A mere allusion to 
some of the most obvious, will perhaps more than suffice. 

** Such an association would, by the simple fact of its existence, 
frequently anticipate and prevent evils; because—its moral in- 
fluence would command respect ;—the researches facilitated by 
its operations would expose the animus of persecution, and un- 
mask the oppressor, should it have failed to keep his hostility 
in abeyance ;—and, in emergencies like those of Damascus and 
Rhodes, it would rally round its constituents, the already 
organized philanthropy of the civilized world. Such an asso- 
ciation might, by suitable publications, improve the moral 
culture of the Jews, wherever a proscribing policy has debased 
them, and so countervail the prejudices under which all are 
made to suffer: for it is an unfortunate fact, that whatever is 
reported to the discredit of any of our foreign brethren, is not 
commented upon as the acts of Germans, Poles, Turks, or 
otherwise as the case may be,—but as the characteristics of 
Jews, as such. Hence, therefore, whatever section of our 
people would rise in the estimation of their neighbours, must 
necessarily resort to the philanthropic task of improving the 
people in general, However flagrant is the injustice of ascrib- 
ing to the whole Jewish world the fault of individuals, it is, 
nevertheless, a melancholy truth, that ancient prejudices do so 
confound the worthy and the unworthy. I use the expression 
unworthy, in a comparative sense, and without designing it as 
an admission to the prejudice of those distant portions of our 
people, who, to some, appear unprepared for that full measure of 
civil rights which their neighbours enjoy. Indeed, looking at 
the general disposition of even some of the states above 
referred to, it is more than probable, that the presumed 
unpreparedness of their Jewish subjects is the main cause of 
| the exclusive policy adopted towards them. Perhaps it is also 
| true, that in some districts, the uneducated classes of our 
people entertain some hostility, perhaps some prejudices to- 
wards Christians: I will not stay to enquire whethos this is 
not the mere reaction of an equivalent force,—enough, that the 
opinion prevails; and while such mutual mistrust exists, it is 
eminently the vocation of the Jew, who is at once more enlight- 
ened and more fortunate of position, to wrestle with these dis- 
qualifying prejudices, and pre-dispose his brethren for the 
privileges asked for. Such a task would be easy to the associa- 
tion proposed ; it might perhaps be the first step; and more than 
one proof is to be found, that foreign states would ladly court 
such influence from the friends of their intractable Jewish sub- 
jects :—such influence would be hailed as co-operation, not inter- 
ference, Indeed, interference is in no wise desirable: when it 
becomes necessaty to enter into details, it will be found that 


our sole weapons should be the sympathies 

the wisely directed zeal of pious mey a 
objects for which we would take the field, are to be reacheg 
through the better feelings, the dispassionate reason, of those 
in whose hands is permitted to rest the welfare of suffering 
Israel. 
“Tf it be asked, why such an association should be formed in 
England,—a country wherein the Jews labour under no such 
extreme disadvantages? We answer, that because they are not 
so fettered, therefore are they not only enabled, but calleq 
upon, to assist others in unfettering themselves. We complain 
of disqualifications ;—would to God that our brethren, else. 
where, had a tithe of our freedom! Let us discharge our dy 
towards them; and in bespeaking the sympathy of our fellow 
citizens for more selfish objects, show them that we can earn their 
imitation of an example set by ourselves. England, religious 
England, is pexneps the only country which would afford free 
scope to such a movement. England can effectually sheltey 
the centre of its operations ; and more than that—an associatioy 
for the promotion of freedom, for the dissemination of philan. 
thropy, would harmonize with her liberal institutions, ang 
command her sympathy ; and, being for the protection of the 
Jews, it would appeal to the Christian feelings of her people 
at large. It is merely for a centre, a rallying point, that we 
would claim British ground; the elements of such an associatioy 
lie seattered throughout the whole civilized world, prepared to 
range around the nucleus once formed; throw but a spark upon 
them from England, and the latent embers will be manifest 
everywhere. | 

‘‘ Stupendous as the design may appear to some, and difficult 
as they may think the accomplishment, I could still more 
conclusively demonstrate its practicability, could I venture 
more directly to classify distant elements, whose very silence 
should be but another proof of the necessity for such an associa. 
tion. For the present, I have already said too much for the 
narrow limits of a periodical, and yet too little for the impor. 
tance of the subject; there are many points which I have 
not even touched. I still trust that a case has been made out to 


arouse the true Israelite, and to arrest the sympathy of the real 
Friend of Israel.” 


DISSERTATION ON THE PORTION FANS “AS 
LEVITICUS XVI. 


The death of two of Aaron’s sons, alluded to in this section, 
is a strong lesson against insubordination and disobedience. 
In regarding the chain of creation which may be traced through 
out the universe, the most unthinking cannot fail to be con- 
vinced of its perfect harmony, of the nicest adaptation of its 
various links, one to the other. Each being fills its appointed 
space,each has its defined limits and duties, from which, without 
danger to itself, or to those above and below, it may not 
swerve. Subordination is then a law of nature, visibly im- 
pressed on all around us; and so conscious have human 
legislators been of the importance of following, in this respect, 
the example set them by their Heavenly model, that, in all 
codes of laws destined for the preservation and well-being of 
society, discipline, obedience, and subordination are most 
rigidly exacted and strictly enforced. The most severe 
punishments await any infringement on these laws, and we 


nor think their fate too condign, if we view their crime in its 
influence and effect on others, The tribe of Levi had been 
specially selected by God for the administration of all those 
duties appertaining to His worship. From this tribe, the 
family of Aaron had been chosen to fill the highest offices of 
the priesthood; and, thus placed in a commanding situatiod, 
in which their minutest actions would become matter for public 
scrutiny, it behoved them to be sedulously careful that the 
example they set the rest of Israel should be a good one ; for 
as an object is visible from a greater or less distance in propor 
tion to its height, so the deeds of those above the commo? 
class of men are the more widely conspicuous. Besides, they 
had been selected to administer the law, and they were 


no course need be advocated that can be construed as hostile 


therefore, more culpable if they violated it. Others might sit 


cannot, therefore, be surprised at the death of Aaron’s sons, 
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through inadvertence or from misapprehension ; such a plea 
could not serve in their case. They had been strictly en- 
joined not to appear before God, except when and how He 
had prescribed ; the command was disregarded, and an example 
was necessary to deter others from following in their footsteps. 
They fell, therefore, the victims of their rash ambition, of 
their attempt, by disobedience, to subvert that system of 
subordination which it pleased the Supreme to lay down for 
their guidance; and though we may mourn their death, we 
recognize the justice of Heaven, which, disregarding rank, 
visits alike the transgressions of the high and the low, the rich 
and the poor. 

Our ancestors, when in the wilderness, were being trained 
by God for his service ; and it was necessary not only that the 
influence of the past should be obliterated, but also that the 
snares of the future might be cautiously avoided. To effect 
these ends, the Almighty laid down laws and regulations which 
were eminently calculated to counteract the evil that might 
have been engendered in Egypt, and to ward off the contamina- 
tion that might result from the influence of surrounding nations. 
According we find, in this section, the following words, ‘* Ye 
‘‘ shall not imitate the Egyptians among whom ye have dwelt, 
‘nor shall ye copy the Canaanites among whom I am about 
“to bring you: Ye shall not walk in their statutes. Ye shall 
‘do my judgments and keep my statutes ; I am the Lord your 
“God.” Israel was, from the beginning, destined to be a 
nation distinct from all other people, and not only would it 
have sinned, in acting as those who surrounded it did, but its 
identity would have been destroyed, its peculiarity lost, and its 
mission left unaccomplished. In our days, when surrounding 
nations, (enlightened by the civilizing and refining rays which 
have emanated from our Holy Law) no longer violate the moral 
institutions which are incumbent on us; and, consequently, 
when in following their example, we are not in danger, as of 
old, of incurring the displeasure of Heaven, we still run the 
risk of losing our identity and destroying our peculiarity, if, 
while we refrain not from copying them in some respects, we 
do not at the same time obey the latter portion of the text, and 
keep the statutes especially laid down for us. While, there- 
fore, the example of our neighbours may be useful in correcting 
abuses, (where they really exist,) we must be careful where to 
stop. The lapse of three thousand years may have slightly 
impeded the progress and sullied the exterior of the Heaven- 
propelled vessel (destined to float till the end of time); but its 
sides are still firm, its sails are still bent; it has escaped the 
dangerous quicksands and storms of the past, it will, we are 
assured, weather the gales of the future. Let not those, there- 
fore, who have hitherto trusted to its conveyance and so 
manfully worked it, let not those now desert it, because gayer 
and more modernly constructed barks surround, and stem with it 
the current of eternity. Let them recollect, that time was, when 
the Assyrian, the Greek, and the Roman sent their galleys on 
the sea; but the water swallowed them,—the vessel of Judah 
alone floated. Let them think on this, and trust, implicitly 
trust, to the bulwarks which have so firmly sheltered them ; 
for then will they look with confidence on the Chief, who 
unseen, but surely, has directed them; then will they obey 

is commands and perform His judgments, and then will He 
ever comfort them with the word, ‘* I am the Lord your God.” 


A. 


M. CREMIEUX AND THE RUSSIAN JEWS. 


The following is a translation (from the German, in the 4. 
Z.d.J.,) of a letter from the Hon. M. Cremieuz, in reply to 
an address sent to him by the congregation of Odessa. 


Chamber of Deputies, Paris, 10th Feb., 1843. 


Sirs and Dear Co-religionists. 

_ It would be very difficult for me to express all .the 
emotion which I felt on perusal of the letter addressed to me 
by you. The hope, which the Jews of the whole globe place 
in my assistance, in all matters which may raise their social 
Position, is a most flattering reward of my constant en- 
deavours for the amelioration of their destiny, for their political 
and civil emancipation. Surely, the best means to raise 

elites in the eyes of all, in those countries which as yet do 
not admit them to participate in the social rights of mankind, 
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and the best means to elevate them in their own eyes,—is to 
train their children in the common instruction of those of other 
creeds; to impart to them the benefit of that early education, 
which exercises so great an influence throughout life. I agree, 
therefore, with all my heart, in the grand idea of the Emperor 
of Russia, and I am ready to contribute with all my power to 
this excellent establishment, seeing that it may some year 
bring about results so important. But I cannot say, whether 
I shall be present at the solemnity at which you desire my 
attendance; it is true, I have received a letter from Dr. 
Lilienthal, in which he gives me most encouraging accounts of 
the proposed establishment; I have also observed from this 
letter, that the Minister Umwaromw, whose name will henceforth 
be connected with the futurity of your children, desires my 
presence, and that the Emperor will hear with pleasure that I 
am inclined to proceed to Russia, but, owing to positive 
obligations, I was compelled to answer Dr. Lilienthal, as 
follows :—*‘ I do not know what impulse my presence could 
give to that important work; but if, as you write me, Count 
Umwarow and the Emperor think that I can in anywise be 
useful, then I should, on an invitation from the Emperor, not 
hesitate to proceed to Russia. As barrister and deputy, the 
bar and chamber leave me disengaged only in the months of 
September and October ; but if it be impossible for me to 
leave the chamber, where the interests of my country bind 
me, I should still not hesitate to leave the bar, at which only 
my private interests would detain me. By the end of June 
oF e the close of the session ; I might depart very early in 
uly.” 

Thus gentlemen, I wrote to Dr. L., on the 4th of Nov. last 
year, I have, since then been without intelligence from him, 
I cannot tell you what is the resolution of Six Moses Monte- 
fiore. Sir Moses, whose fortune is immense, is_ withheld 
neither by public functions, by professional duties, nor by 
family ; he enjoys, therefore, all the freedom which I lack.* 

You see, that on my part, I am ready to forego my avoca- 
tions as a barrister, in order to fulfil what I regard as a 
cherished duty. I must, however, on the one hand, have the 
official assurance, that the Emperor would desire my presence ; 
and, on the other hand, know whether my arrival in the month of 
July would be compatible with the arrangements made for the 
establishment of the schools. However it may be, Sirs, and 
dear Co-religionists, no one in the world addresses warmer 
wishes to heaven for the welfare of my brethren in the law of 
Moses, (than I,) and as their emancipation principally depends 
upon the instruction which they receive in their early years, 
you may judge how much I wish the foundation of these schools, 
and their prosperity. 

The Emperor Nicholas will occupy a high and _ glorious 


* That such an impression should exist on the mind of the Hon. 
Deputy, will no little astonish those better informed of the facts. It is 
scarcely warrantable to declare the President of the Board of Deputies 
of British Jews, and the co-director of various banks and public com- 
panies, as a man without public functions or business avocations! With 
every sentiment of respect for the talents and public spirit of the honorable 
writer, we feel bound to say, that English readers of the German paper, 
from which the above is translated, are taking exception, not so much at 
the details, as at the general tone of these remarks. One gentleman 
complains, that ‘it is made to appear, as if the man whose constant exer- 
“tions and sacrifices for the welfare of his brethren, have acquired their | 
«« veneration for his name ;—the man, whose unfeigned piety and philan- 
“hropy have commanded the respect of the civilized world ;—the man, 
* to Woon the poor and the oppressed look up as members of a family 
“ (certainly a large family), to their head ;—is to be represented as no 
‘“ more than some rich idler, who in order to escape ennui, has made 
“ Jewish alfairs his hobby, just as my Lord this or that follows racing, 
‘‘ hunting, or the like! Ask any one, who has the honour to stand nearer 
“to this distinguished gentleman than the honorable writer, whether one 
« who is constantly devoting time, purse, and influence, to the mitigation 
‘of human misery; and to the dispatch of public and private affairs 
‘‘ bearing upon the general welfare, can be justly said to enjoy all the 
“ freedom which is here asserted?’’ In giving these remarks of our 
correspondent, we venture nevertheless to express the belief, that AZ. 
Cremieux has not designed to elevate the consideration in which he is 
deservedly held, by disparaging the just claims of another; but that each 
is really animated by a genuine zeal to do all he can for the sacred cause, 
In truth, we have reason to 


success of their labours in behalf of two and half ons of our brethren 


under the Russian sway.— Eb. | 


hope for occasion to congratulate both these pi lished men, on the 
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station in the history of civilization:—may your children 
respond to his immeasurable benefit! Believe me, &c. 
A. Cremievux. 
Barrister, Deputy, V. Pres. of the Consis. Cent. d. Israel. 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Death of the Duke of Sussex.—It is our painful office to 
record the decease of this excellent Prince, on Friday last, 
2ist April, aged 70 years. The interest which he always 
manifested in the welfare of Israel, has constituted a strong 
claim upon the sympathy of our people; and few incidents, 
since our establishment in this country, have produced so pro- 
found a sensation among us, as the intelligence of his imminent 
danger, which first transpired a day or two previous to his disso- 
lution. A form of prayer for the suffering Duke was immediately 
prepared, and offered up in the synagogues of the metropolis 
on the eve and morning of the seventh day of Passover.* This 
festival, as recording the deliverance of Israel in ancient times, 


and as the harbinger of the spring in our own climate, bas ever§ 


tended to expand the heart, and dispose to that hilarity which 
divine authority so especially encourages during the sacred 
festivals; but on this occasion, anxiety and gloom usurped the 
place of the usual feelings; and it was a painful, though an 


elevating spectacle, which the synagogues presented duringf 


the special service alluded to. The prayer was recited with 
heartfelt fervour; and the genuine devotion of the responding 
congregations, was evident in their troubled and anxious coun- 
tenances.— Whilst the Jews of Great Britain share the grief of 
the civilized world, at the loss of a member of the human family, 
in whom every effort for the advancement of science and the 
arts found a just appreciator, and a powerful patron ;—while 


they lament, with the rest of the empire, the loss of a citizen,§ 


whose distinguished qualities, aided by his elevated station, 
cast a lustre upon the country at large ;—while they mourn, with 
every lover of free institutions, the loss of a prince, whose ready 


accessibility made him familiar with the real sentiments of theMti,), for Israel, and with the desire to elevate our rational ry 


nation ; a friend, whose warm advocacy of popular rights, won 
for him a well-deserved popularity ; a statesman, whose stead- 
fastness in principle, proved by self sacrifice, has wrested even 
from opponents, a reluctantly yielded tribute of veneration ; 
—while they lament, with philanthropy, the loss of one of 
its most illustrious champions ;—while, as loyal subjects, they 
deplore with his august family so severe a bereavement ;—whilst 
the Jews, we say, partake in all these occasions for grief, they 
still more poignantly lament the demise of a sincere friend; 
one, who amidst his numerous occupations, yet found leisure 
to bestow particular regard on the concerns of his Jewish fel- 
lows ; and who, from the royal apartments, so frequently ‘‘ went 
out and looked on their burdens.’ Israel, in misfortune, has 
seldom enjoyed the consolation of possessing a true friend. 
Israel, amid the clashing of adverse interests, of conflicting 
parties, is but too frequently the lamb between the wolf and 
the bear. And yet, whose heart more earnestly pines for 
sympathy than that of the sufferer? whose mind more urgently 
needs consolation than that of the afflicted? who more requires 
assistance, than the injured, the oppressed, and sometimes out- 
lawed? Such a friend in need, was the august deceased to the 
Jewish people. Far above any interested motive, his part in 
Jewish affairs was adopted from designs of the purest philan- 
thropy; he honored in the Jew the stamp of the divine image, 
not less visibly impressed on the Jewish countenance, than on 
that of his Gentile fellow. Conscious of that too well-founded 
mistrust felt by Jews, concerning the interference of so many 
would-be “ friends of Israel,’’ he more than once dispelled 
apprehension, by the open and faithful assurance—‘* / am no 
or conversion.’’—The of the kindly feelings che- 
rished by this distinguished man for the Jewish community ; 
the friendly relations in which he placed himself towards them, 
and the beneficial influence which he exercised in their behalf, 
call for a ye memoir, for which we propose to collect ma- 
terials. e therefore now pass on, with the single observation; 
that as gratitude is not only more deeply seated, but is repre- 


* So far as we can learn, a special service has never hitherto been per- 
formed under such circumstances, except for a crowned head. 
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sented more expressively, the more cordially the service has been 
rendered, the more seasonably it has been timed, and the more 
conscious the debtor of his canr g need,—so much the more 
memorable and expressive should be the manner in which the 
grateful Jews should transmit to their latest Posterity, the 
epithet of the “ Friend of Israel,” in connexion with thy, 
memory of .dugustus Frederick, Duke of Sussex. We do not 
fear to prove false prophets, in venturing to predict, that the 
product of his exertions, the effect of his influence in behalf 
of the Jews, will be felt and commemorated, when the tide of 
ages shall have swept away every lingering interest in the ro. 
cord of many an illustrious name, which perchance now Claims 
the notice of our generation. , Well may the house of Israel 
“ bewail the burning which the Lord hath kindled,” * for deay) 
“is come up, and is entered into our palaces.” But in yor. 
dering this tribute of grief and of eulogy to the memory of the 
deceased; in acknowledging the obligations which the Jewigh 


community has owed to its distinguished friend, we acknowledge 


also that something more is due to his memory than more 
words. We admit, that extraordinary obligations have a claim to 
extraordinary exertions, in order to secure a public, a palpable 
commemoration of esteem, for a love of Israel, so manifested 

Weare well advised, that his Royal Highness intended to urge 
the necessity of a collegiate training for our ministry, at the ap. 
proaching anniversary of the Jews’ Hospital, had it pleased 
God to spare him to preside once more at that festival. When 
some time since, the Congregation of Prague designed an ac. 
knowledgment of the benevolent administration of their civil 
governor, they founded a Jewish scholarship, to which his name 
was affixed, and the right of presentation was vested in him 
and his descendants. ‘The example of so numerous and intel. 
ligent a congregation, is surely superior to any barren compli 
ment, or cold memento, spiritless for future generations. If, 
then, a memorial be deemed suitable, we implore that it may 
be devised of such a character, as shall present to all times, 
some feature in accord with the scientific tastes, with the affec- 


tation, which so eminently distinguished this departed friend. 


e*» We respectfully invite the contribution of materials for a series of 
memorabilia of the lamented duke, as associated with Jewish affairs. [tis 
scarcely needful to add, that such contributions should be sent in as early 


mas possible, and that the names of the contributors should be comnuni- 
Bcated to us confidentially, 


The Passover holidays have terminated without the occur- 
rence of much deserving a special record, if we except the melan- 
choly incident, just ieoatded, which certainly threw a gloom 
over the closing days. In the Great (German) Synagogue, 
the allotment of the Mitzvous by rotation and seniority, in place 
of the now (and as we hope for ever) repudiated system of 
sale, has worked well and given general satisfaction. A passillg 
difficulty, as to the repetition of the Hallelujahs by the chotr, 
has been happily avoided. It appears that the late Chief Rabbi, 
Aryy had been induced to object to any extraordinary repell- 
tion of the word Hallelujah, on the representation—that tt 
was merely to serve a purpose of musical effect, in the chorus, 
—the last syllable of the word, (Jah,) being a sacred name of 
God. A new chorus, composed by Mr. Mombach, for the 
recent Passover, required frequent repetition of that last word 
of the psalm; and though the frequent repetition of the 
whole word, as well as of other sentences containing at least 
equally sacred names of the Almighty, is defensible on authority, 
and by undoubted precedents, it has yet been deemed propel: 
out of respect to the memory of the recently departed Ra bi, 
(or at least while his chair is vacant,) to restrict the chorus to 
a repetition of the first three syllables; so that the full ie 
lwjah is not enunciated until the last. In the synagogue 
the Sphardim, a very affecting service was performed = 
afternoon of the last day, the offerings being universal, for the 
health of the principal reader, the Rev. Isaac Almosnind, 
whose dangerous illness and prolonged sufferings have a 
been a cause of deep grief, not only to this ancient comma?) 
but to all who have known his unpretending worth.—In 
‘‘ Hambro’ Synag ” a neat Bhan ei tablet has been put 
with a Hebrew and English inscription, (a copy of whic a 
not yet reached us) commemorating the success of the Dam 
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cus Mission. The contributions of certain members of this 
synagogue, towards the expenses of the Damascus Mission, 
were not originally paid over to the general Treasurer, but 
held to be called for, inneed. As there was no claim for the 
money, it has now been expended for this memorial, certainly 
an impressive and enduring one. Some doubt is entertained 
as to the precise and ultimate destination of the tablet, which, 
being surmounted by the arms of Sir Moses Montefiore, (the 
images of course being graven,) is, by some, considered inappro- 
priate for the side of the 5517. 


Mechanics’ Institution—(Southampton Buildings.) Can it 
be true,—that the Directors have permitted the theatre of this 
institution to be employed by an apostate, for reviling the rites 
and ceremonies of their Jewish fellow-citizens ;—charging six- 
pence, and one shilling, at the doors?—Let there be no misun- 
derstanding in the matter;—the exhibitions of this mountebank, 
though professing to give a true representation, are so dis- 
torted, both in theory and practice, as to give the deepest 
offence to pious-minded Israelites, whose only object is to be 
permitted to serve God in peace, after the custom of their 
fathers. 

American Jewish Press.—W e call attention to an announce- 
ment in our advertising column, and have pleasure in recom- 
mending the undertaking of a gentleman having the claims of 
Mr. Leeser, to the support of our own subscribers and readers. 


The future Chief Rabbi.—We understand, that the special 
committee of the Great Synagogue, met on Monday evening 
last, and determined to make a report to their vestry in the 
course of the ensuing fortnight, preparatory to a re-assembling 
of the general Conference. — 

On Dit—That the synagogues will be opened on the day 
appointed for the funeral of the Duke of Sussex, that a 
special service for the solemn occasion is already in preparation, 
and that Dr. Loewe will preach a funeral sermon in the Sphar- 
dim Synagogue, Bevis Marks.—That the first examination In 
the second term of the Jews’ Day School, (Bury Street,) will 
take place on Sunday, 7th May. : 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Jews in the Russian Service.—A statistical report in the 
German papers, states the number of Jews in the Russian 
armies, at nearly 10,000. In the Baltic fleet, there are about 
4000 Jewish sailors, having their own Jewish ministers, whose 
duty it is to superintend their religious and moral con- 
duct, and, when the service permits it, to perform divine 
worship every sabbath. The same is the case in the fleet on 
the Black Sea. In Kronstadt, there is even a very pretty 
place of worship, maintained at the expense of the Emperor, 
in which the Jewish sailors celebrate the Festivals, with their 
wives and children. 

St. Petersburgh, 28th February.—A private correspondent 
of the 4. Z. d. J., announces that, ‘‘ towards the close of this 
month (?) the Rabbinical council will commence its sittings, 
under the presidency of His Excellency, the Minister. They 
_ will probably extend overthree months. Sir Moses Montefiore 

is expected here shortly.” 

Prussia.—It has recently been our painful task to record 
many intolerant restrictions imposed by Prussia on her Jewish 
subjects. We are, therefore, the more gratified to report that 
the Ministerial paper promulgates a document, which authorises 
amore liberal construction of a law, hitherto severely enforced, 
excluding the Jewish inhabitants of the old provinces from 
what are called the new provinces of the kingdom. No 
obstacles based upon religious grounds are henceforward to be 
a to their passage from one part of the kingdom to the 

er, 

Warsaw, 24th February.—‘ A committee has been con- 
stituted for the reform of the elementary schools. The opera- 
tions of this committee will, for the present, be confined to 


Warsaw ; but, if successful, they are expected to extend over 
e whole province.” 
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Cassel—The “ Real and Biirgerschule,” (similar to our! 
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grammar schools) about to be opened here, will have a Jewish 
teacher appointed thereto, for the instruction of the pupils of 
that faith. All -educational institutions in Cassel, may be 
regarded as government establishments; this appointment, 
therefore, exhibits a high degree of religious toleration ; and, as 
probably the first of its kind in Europe, is highly important. 


_ The French Jews.—Some notion may be formed of the 
Increasing activity of our French brethren in religious matters, 
from the four leading articles in the 4. J. d. F., for March. 
The first, is the report of a sermon read at Paris, by a M. 
Wogue, educated in the central Rabbinical college, at Metz, 
and in the college of that city. His text was, Prov. xxvii. 23, 
429 ny oxy yin (“ Be thou diligent to know 
the face of thy flock, set thy heart upon the charge of herds.’’) 
and he applied it to the duties devolving upon a Rabbi, a pastor, 
or an aspirant to those sacred functions. Next follows a 
pastoral letter by the Chief Rabbi of Paris, on the occasion of 
the earthquake at Guadaloupe :—then, an account of the 
installation of a Rabbi at Dijon, with various solemnities, and a 
digest of his inaugural sermon ; and lastly, a report (from the 
‘* Sentinelle des Pyrénées’) of another installation of a Rabbi 
at St. Esprit, (Bayonne); the Chief Rabbi of the district being 
in attendance, and all being conducted most impressively. 


Hungary.—The representatives of the Hungarian Jews 
continue to deliberate at Pesth, upon the toleration tax affair. 
It is said, that the government would consent to its abolition, 
upon condition of the Jews paying 1,200,000 florins, c. m., 
(about £120,000) at certain stipulated periods within ten years. 
This sum would also comprehend the arrears due since 1828. 
A petition has again been presented to government, and it is 
hoped it will at last be brought to a final arrangement. 


Piety and eloquence triumphant.—A pleasing exemplifica- 
tion of what really pious sentiments and their eloquent enuncia- 


tion from the pepe can effect, is presented in a correspondence | 
of the 4. Z. d. J:— 


At Jungbunzlau, (in Bohemia,) the situation of Rabbi had 
become vacant. Opinions were divided concerning the elec- 


| tion of a successor: parties were formed and dissension ran 


high. The prospects of the new Rabbi, appointed by the 
government, were under these circumstances every way dis- 
couraging. He, in due course, repairs to the place of his 
destination; nobody except one of the Elders attends to 
receive the new spiritual head. On the first Sabbath after his 
arrival, he sesebie the pulpit, and preaches to the assembled 
congregation a sermon animated by the warmth of inspiration ; 
he speaks the language of a mind conscious of its high vocation, 
and determined to fulfil: its duties. Behold, the majority of 
his hearers are conquered. He delivers, on the second Sabbath, 
auother discourse, treating of the mutual duties of the Rabbi 
towards his flock, and of these towards their spiritual guide,— 
now all hearts are gained ; peace is re-established in the con- 
gregation, and a fair field is opened to the future labours of 
the pious Chief. 
MisceLLaAngEA—Another link to the chain.—There has just 
appeared, at the Hague, the prospectus of a Jewish periodical, 
to be entitled, the ** Neerlandsche Israelit.” The French 
Minister at War has appointed a commission for preparing a 
report on the organization of the dlgerine Jews. Two 
members of the Chamber of Deputies, and other Jewish 
notables, are placed on the commission. The Indepen- 
dunt de la Mosselle, reports, a species of lottery held in the 
Town Hall, for the benefit of the Jewish House of Refuge. It 
was patronized by the Mayor and several Lady Patronesses. 
Their Royal Highnesses the Princess Adelaide, and the Duchess 
of Nemours, were among the contributors, M. Ulmann, 
Rabbi of Lauterbourg, (Lower Ithine) has just published an 
elementary work on religious instruction, which bes been ap- 
proved by the Consisiowre Central, for the Jewish schools 
under its charge. The Emperor of Austria has sent, through 


the embassy, the gold medal, de arte merito, to the principal of 
of an ingenious piece of silk stuff of their manufacture. 


the house of W. A. Meyer & Sons, in Berlin, for their present 
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St. Thomas, 24th March, 1843.—Sir,—I bave this moment | 
read your No. 33. Vol. 2, containing the translation of an 
article from the ‘“ Archives Israelites,’ communicated to that 
periodical by a correspondent in our Island; immediately 
thereafter, I consulted with the author, and requested him to 
permit me to see the copy; on examination, I found it written 
in English, (and forwarded to France in that language). I 
perceived that an error had been committed in the translation 
trom English into French; in lieu of“ one hundred keeping the 
Sabbath,” it reads ‘‘ one hundred attend Synagogue every 
Sabbath.” The congregation have always been provided with 
a reader, and the service of the synagogue never neglected. 
It would be truly lamentable, if in a congregation of 900 
souls, no more than 100 kept the Sabbath; particularly so, 
when about half is solid of children of sixteen years and 
under. ‘The gentleman who performed the duties of minister, 
left the Island for America in the month of April last ; it is from 
this cause that one was sought for in Europe. As to the 
remark of your home correspondent, who gives a less favorable 
account of the religious standing of our community than the 
communication did, I take leave to inform him, that the 
religious improvement of our congregation is much better 
attended to than when he formed a component part. I trust, 
Mr. Editor, that your love of justice will induce you to give 
this letter a place in your valuable paper, and oblige, 

A member of the congregation. 


Lo the Ed. of the Voice of Jacob. ; 


It gives us much pleasure, thus authoritatively (we have our correspon- 
dent’s real signature) to record the improvements of this community; for 
the ‘less favorable account,’’ was, in truth, received from former resi- 
dents of the island.—Eb. 


Kingston, Jamaica.—The irregularity of the packet system, 
has somewhat delayed our correspondence from this island. 
Three or four slight shocks of an earthquake have been felt, and 
days of humiliation’ and thanksgiving observed by our Jewish 
brethren. On Monday, 13th March, both congregations as- 
sembled in the Spanish and Portuguese Synagogue at 8 A. M., 
until half past 6 p.mM.; an appropriate service being performed, 
and the fast being as strictly observed as on the Day of Atone- 
ment. Mr. 4. A. Lindo delivered a very affecting address to 
the assembled community. The succeeding Friday (Shushan 
Purim) was eventually appointed by His Excellency, the 
Governor, for a general thanksgiving. On this occasion, both 
congregations assembled in the German Synagogue ; where a 
suitable service was performed, and an excellent sermon was 
delivered by the Jtev. MM. N. Nathan, both morning and 
evening. The true uses of these visitations may be distinctly 
traced, in the proceedings of our brethren in this island. 
Not only has sympathy with the sufferers in the sister islands 
been substantially manifested, but the pride and _ prejudice 
which have hitherto operated so disadvantageously upon the 
mutual relations of the two synagogues, have been succeeded 
by those more fraternal regards which ought ever to characterize 
religious brethren.—The happiest effects are anticipated, in a 
new impulse to the then recently formed ‘‘ Hebrew Associa- 
tron,” (vide No. 43); which is receiving accessions of members 
from both congregations; and the spirit of unity and good 
feeling which prevails, affords hope of the eventual establish- 
ment of a Jewish National School, of high character. A 
“boys examination of the charity school at present existing, 

given full satisfaction ; and a charity sermon, subsequently 
preached by Mr. Nathan, has brought £60 to the funds. The 
other P98, yt ee has raised a £300 fund, and formed a re- 
spectable list of annual subscriptions, for educational purposes. 
In the absence of detailed information, we are unable to give 
formal reports ; in future, however, we hope to do more justice 
to the important and improving congregations of this island ; 
as we now send thither a hundred copies, (nearly all of which 
are subscribed for by the more respectable members of the 
community ;) and have solicited a periodical communication 


from that quarter, of every incident having a bearing on Jewish 
interests. 


REVIEW. 


Three letters to the Archbishop of Canterbury, &c. 
Rev. J. Oxlee, Rector of Molesworth. 


(Concluded, from No, 44.) 


We now find enumerated, several Judaic requirements, which 
are declared obligatory even on a convert to Christianity, 

Ist. Requirement—Circumcision performed by a Jew, ang 
none other:—It is shewn that even the first Heathens cop. 
verted to Christianity, were circumcised ; and that baptism 
was not recognized as an expedient and sufficient substitute —f, 
Gentiles only—until a later period. The further proofs of this 
are interesting, he closes by observing,— 


It is true, all these precepts of the Old Testament are now discarded 
and lost sight of in the Gentile Church; so that ifa Jew wishes i 
become a professed believer, he has no other alternative allowed him thay 
to trample on the Law of Moses, so far as practice is concerned, and to 
comply with the whole doctrine and discipline of that particular Chure) 
of which he becomes a member. This, however, is an evil for Which | 
am anxious to find a remedy; and is an insult to God himself, which | 
am confident will not be for ever endured, 


2nd. Requirement—‘‘ The due observance of the Sabbath, 
‘‘ exactly as prescribed by Moses.” We find, that ‘ the Chris. 
‘tian professes in a certain way to keep a@ Sabbath, but not 
‘* the Sabbath, and consequently not the fourth commandment, 
‘‘The Moslem also observes a Sabbathh * * * ” 

The true seventh day, as fixed immutably by God, is admitted 
to be the really holy day, kept, not only by Israel generally, but by 
Jesus and his disciples, as well as by the Church of Jerusalem, 
so long as it endured. The observance of the admitted 
‘* first day of the week,” was originally a supernumary one, 
not superseding the true Sabbath,—as pretended by some 
theologians, on grounds proved erroneous in the treatise before 
us. 


3rd. Requirement—‘ To abstain from eating blood and 
‘‘ things strangled, or that from which the blood is not duly 
‘‘ separated.” In explanation, he says,— 


This ordinance was solemnly enjoined on the whole Gentile Church by 
an apostolic decree, and by the very same Christian sanhedrim of Jen- 
salem which exonerated the Gentile converts from the rite of circum- 
cision. * * * * ‘That this apostolic injunction was not suffered to 
remain a dead letter, but scamted in full force at the close of the second 
century, is demonstrable from the heroic confession of Bra.ias, one of 
the Gallican martyrs, who, on hearing the Christians taxed with the 
crime of devouring their Own infants, nobly exclaimed, ‘* How can they 
devour infants, who are not allowed by their religion to eat the blood of 
animals at all?’”? Now, however, under the pretence of being a Jewish 
prejudice, an? at variance with Christian liberty, the Church has long 
since contrived actually to set it aside; and the precept might as well 
have been handed down in the Zendavesta of Zoroaster, as in the Acts ol 
the Apostles, for any deference or respect ever paid to it by the great 
bulk of Christian professors. 

The mournful result of such relaxation of primitive discipline has long 
since begun to show itself, as well in other parts of Christendom as more 
especially in our own country of Great Britain. I cannot peruse # 
English newspaper for ever so short a period without witnessing such a 
detail of premeditated murders, suicides, infanticides, fratricides, sor" 
cides, mariticides, uxoricides, matricides, and parricides as never 4s 
graced the history of any’other nation or country upon the earth, however 
barbarous or uncivilized. Certainly more crimes of this complexion 
appear to be committed amongst the professors of Christianity in the on 
of three months, that can be shown to have been committed amongst! 
professors of Judaism for three thousand years. I am perfectly aware that 
the Gospel forbids and condemns all these sinful acts as much as - 
possibly can do; but general principles and directions, however ¢xce a 
in themselves, are not sufficient for the constant guidance of the corp 
and the thoughtless. Like children, they must be led by the ys? 
well as talked to with the mouth. ‘The wisdom of God appears 12 ne “ 
more conspicuous than in the framing of those minute and special oe A 
ments of the Law, whereby all licence to run iuto any brutal excess 
lustful wantonness is at once precluded. The animal is allowed to 


By the 


as the vehicle of the soul, is commanded to be poured into the earth, as ® 
much water; and not only that, but, with the seus whatever anim 

is mtended to be eaten is reviously steeped in water EN 
hours, in order that every drop of the blood may escape and disappe 


Influenced by this Mosaic ordinance, the mind of the Jewish prover 

naturally views the appearance of blood with a feeling of horror, af 

a something with which, unless licensed to kill, he ought not . 

and in the effusion of which he ought to have no hand. atiles, 
It has always been a difficulty to us, how Christian 5° da, 

bound to observe the seven requirements of the svoe"™ 


(vide the enumeration in a former number,) could indulge 


is 


killed, and to be eaten, but not with the blood in it. The blood, described 


for a number of 
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such practices as are admitted in various pages of the pamphlet 
under review. 

4th. Requirement—The retention of all those peculiar enact- 
ments, which “ regulate their civil and religious deportment, 
‘« as well as their social and domestic intercourse.”” ‘These are 
stated at length, but the above title is sufficiently comprehen- 
sive ;—Mr. O.’s justification of some, which do not happen 
to square with the fashion of the day, well deserves a reference. 

sth. Requirement—“ Never to address the prayers and sup- 
o plications to any other being than to God the Father of all, 
‘in maintenance of that divine unity of the Godhead, which 
“they have always professed. * * ” The language of 
Origen, as quoted, is an exposition of Christian belief in the 
2nd century, much more accordant with Judaism, than the 
strange channels into which that belief has now strayed. We 
regret our inability to transcribe these passages whole. 

6th. Requirement—‘‘ Allow the Jew to expound every text 
‘« of the Old Testament on grammatical principles, according to 
“its plain and literal sense, and in agreement with the con- 
text.” After a proper remonstrance with— 

that fanatic zeal which, in spite of reason and common sense, would cite 
and apply every passage—no matter whether historical, didactic, or 
prophetic—either to Jesus himself personally, or in support of some 
doctrinal tenet admitted by the Church; and that to the total exclusion 
of the literal sense, however plain and indisputable it may seem to 
common understandings. This culpable bias, on the part of the Church 
docent, has never ceased to display itself during the whole interval of the 
Christian dispensation, from the first to the nineteenth century ; so that 
there is scarcely a passage of any striking importance which has not been 
more or less perverted and misapplied, in order that faith, and not truth, 
might appear to be triumphant. 

This temperate remonstrance should indeed be a valuable 
lesson ; for we candidly admit, from our own experience, that 
these palpable perversions of the plain sense of scripture, 
disgusts every rational Jew, on the very threshold of his 
investigations. And what though these rew discoveries were 
even plausible /—the Divine Guardian of Israel, when He 
shall design a new revelation to His chosen priesthood, will 
assuredly not permit us to wander in darkness as to His will, 
nor reserve it for some ingenious Gentile to work such a revo- 
lution, by accidentally throwing light upon some obscure 
passage of long distant prophecy. What if a few venal time- 
serving stragglers from our camp be bought up ?—W hat though 
here and there a weak brain be confused and captured,—will 
‘not Mr, Oxlee’s confession be true ?—that— 
the millions, comprising all the most learned, the most respectable, and 


the most authoritative individuals of the Jewish community, will continue 
just as they are, unmoved by any such preaching as that which has been 


hitherto addressed to them. 

Let those who will, indulge in the anticipations which follow 
this extract, we have ventured only so far to deal with the future, 
as to protest against the ungodly means heretofore resorted to for 
bringing about desired events. That all men eventually will, (in 
the words of Zephaniah, ) ‘‘ serve God with one accord,” and that 
existing discrepancies will be gradually explained away,— 
perchance, by means of the very passages in Scripture and 
lalmud, indicated by our learned author,—cannot be matters of 
doubt to any of our communion. He asks, ‘‘ low can the 
“ Jew cherish enmity against the Christian profession?” We 
refer for an answer to the seventh conversation, in the Zfé's 
Dammim, b Levinsohn,* and we cannot think, but that he 
will be satished with the tolerant spirit exhibited by the Jewish 
authorities there quoted. Mr. Oxlee, indeed, does not charge 
us with cherishing enmity, and we are wholly unconscious of 
it. In exposing the evil of “ the way and manner hitherto 
practised,” we have always written “‘ more in sorrow than in 

anger,’ 

Among the blessings and advantages enumerated, as expected 
rom the realization of our author’s views, are— 
the final adoption of the Jewish canon of the Old Testament, and the 
entire separation of all the apocryphal authorities. The cause of the 


existing discrepancy between the Jewish and the Christian canon, I 


= already ascribed to the incompetency of the primitive church docent, 
their general ignorance of Hebrew literature. 


€ exact and faithful translation of the Hebrew text into other lan- 


in by Dr. L. Loewe; Longman & Co.—Reviewed 


THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


159 


guages, neither contaminated through ignorance, nor wilfully perverted by 
sectarian bias and doctrinal prejudices. It is only a few months since, | 
saw proudly announced in a certain journal, an English Bible, with 
twenty thousand emendations, that is to say, variations from the common 
version; and had the number been ¢hirty or forty thousand, instead of 
twenty thousand, the boast of the editor, no doubt, would have been still 
more glorious and triumphant. Now, I entreat your Grace to contem- 
plate, for one moment, the astounding fact of the English Bible, which is 
circulated as the pure Word of God, contradicting itself, and consequently 
misrepresenting and falsifying the dictates of the Holy Spirit in twenty 
thousand different places, and more than that! In the new translation of 
the prophet Isaiah, by Bishop Lowth, I recollect enumerating not less 
than seven or eight hundred ; and in that of the prophet Husea, by Bishop 
Horsley, not fewer than a hundred and twenty variations from the 
commonly received version, and some of these differences of very great 
importance. Both these translators, however, were prelates of our own 
Church, and could neither have been prompted nor inclined, wantonly to 
deviate from the common translation: unless they had been fully per- 
suaded in their own minds, that they had sure grounds for so doing. 
These remarks I make not for the purpose of disparaging the English 
version, as the like observations will apply with still greater force against 
the verity of the Latin Vulgate; but to intimate to your Grace the sad, 
corrupt, and deplorable state of all the authorised versions of the Old 
Testament throughout Christendom. * ® * -® The general corrup- 
tion of which I here speak is to be ascribed, partly to the mistranscription 
of the original manuscripts, either from carelessness or inadvertency ; 
partly to the mistranslation of the original text into other languages, either 
from ignorance or design ; and partly to the inadequacy of those languages, 
and their want of proper terms to express duly, and precisely, what is 
contained in the original. This last defect will often show itself, even in 
the more learned and cultivated tongues, much more in those savage and 
barbarous dialects, into which the most absurd and fatal attempts are 
being made, on the part of Bible Societies, to translate, or rather to trans- 
mute, the Holy Scriptures. | 


Then follow illustrations of this translation, which bear testi-. 


mony to the author’s erudition and research. 
The mistranslations, however, of which I would more particularly take 


notice and complain at present, are the result of that attachment to the . 


formularies of faith, which, in many minds, too often takes the precedence 
of the love of truth. Such I cannot but consider the attempt of Bishop 
Horsley to give a fresh version of the words of Moses in the blessing of 
Judah, ‘‘ Hear, Lord, the voice of Judah, and bring him to his people ;’’ 
where, instead of, ‘* To his people,’’ his lordship would render the original, 
‘The God of his people,’’ meaning Jesus ; quite intelligible to the Christian 
professor, but very unintelligible to the contemporaries of Moses, who 
knew nothing of a God incarnate, who neither thought nor spake of such 
a being. 

He then gives two or three striking instances of mistranslated 
passages; not Messianic, but involving principles of high 
importance to human direction; and he justly censures and 
condemns the translator’s ‘‘ presumption, in correcting the 
‘‘ very language of Jehovah himself; and in preferring their 
“* own modern ereed, and metaphysical prejudices, to the 
‘* testimony of the Word of God.” 

One instance, he calls a ** wilful mistranslation” of the 16th 
Psalm, in order ‘* to suit the Gospel narrative ;” ‘‘ a dishonest 
‘‘and ungodly mode of translating the Divine word.”” These 
instances are only given “as a specimen of what has been 
“going on for the last seventeen hundred years.” Of the 
design of the British and Foreign Bible Society, he says, 

It may be very virtuons and commendable in itself; but they have it 
not in their power to execute so granda project, in its noble simplicity. 
By their constant and extraordiuary exertions, they are only disfiguring, 
altering, mutilating, interlarding, and vitiating the Divine Word, with the 
greater certainty and rapidity; and rendering all restoration to purity 
more impracticable than ever. : 

Another “‘ great advantage,” which the Rev. author antici- 
pates, is ‘‘ a more rational and convincing interpretation of the 
‘Old Testament, especially of the Psalms and Prophecies.” 
He accounts naturally for the disgust with which a Jew turns 
from the prevailing perversions of important scripture passages ; 
and, in terms to which nothing but a literal transcript would do 
justice, proves that the Jewish scholar is the only proper 
referee, for the plain and literal exposition of the sacred text. 
—Surely, he needs not, as a necessary preliminary, admit the 
inspiration of the Christian scriptures, in order “* to expound 
‘‘ every text, simply and faithfully, without any bias or undue 
‘“ preference!” ‘T'he learned author next exposes various mis- 
conceptions into which Christian annotatois have been betrayed, 
by the wish which fathers the thought. Next, are enumerated 
the advantages to be anticipated from a reversion to “ the 
‘patriarchal mode of performing public worship.” To this 
portion, as a preference of the synagogue over the Christian 
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church, we alluded in No. 44; it extends over some pages, | 
and is well worthy a perusal. We quote a single passage : 


In all the Liturgical Services throughout Christendom, whether public 
or monastic, the Psalms of David, more or less, usually form a very dis- 
tinguished part; and that with great reason, having been composed by the 
inspired author, with no other view than to give praise and glory to God. 
Some of them are selected, and prescribed to be used on our Christian 
festivals; as referring to the occasion. Since all the Psalms, however, 
have an evident and exclusive reference to the history, state, and circum- 
stances of the ancient Jewish Church, there seems an impropriety in 
attempting to select any of them for the celebration of those Gospel festi- 
vals, of which the inspired Psalmist himself could have entertained no 
possible expectation. If, in one verse, we seem to descry some clear inti- 
mation of the event commemorated, the very next verse, perhaps, will 
fairly contradict, and upset the notion; whilst the pious and devout Chris- 
tian feels confounded and amazed at the sudden obtrusion of such conflict- 
ing ideas. Thus, for instance, * * * * * 


The conclusion of the pamphlet, is devoted to “ the advan- 
‘‘tageous result to be anticipated, in the restitution of the 
‘¢ original form of church government, as established at Jeru- 
‘‘ salem.” We need not follow the reverend champion of 
Christianity through all these anticipations; for whether or not 
we now agree as to details, we can but concur in his expecta- 
tion of siventegs to the ‘* Church laic,”’ by the restoration 
of the pure morality of the scriptures, for what he calls ‘‘ the 
** fashionable maxims of moral propriety ;’’—but especially 
do we concur, in his anticipation of a regeneration of the 
‘Church docent,” when “all shall worship with one accord”: 
p 2) RYN “for out of Zion will go 
forth the Law,and the word of the Eternal, from Jerusalem ;”’ 
and, however we shall agree to differ in the interval, xy7n D3 
ww InN men “ In that day, the Eternal will be onz, 
and his name OnE.” 


MORAL REFLECTIONS. 
To-Day. | 
‘* Now” is the constant syllable ticking from the clock of time ; 


‘* Now” is the watchword of the wise, ‘‘ Now” is on the. 


banner of the prudent ; 
oe to-day and prize it well, or ever it be gulphed into 
the past; 
Husband it, for who can promise, if it shall have a morrow ? 
Behold! thou art,—it is enough: that present care be thine ; 
Leave thou the past to thy Creator, entrust the future to 
thy Friend ; 
But for to-day, child of man, tend thou charily the minutes, 
The harvest of thy yesterday, the seed-corn of thy morrow. 
O bright paprence of To-day ! let me wrestle with thee, gracious 
angel! 
I will not let thee go, except thou bless me. 
(From Tupper's Proverbial Philosophy.) 
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THE VOICE OF JACOB. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTs. 

mwo—The address of ‘ D.’s” may be learned by enquiry at 
our Printer’s. We have no desire to destroy your incognito, and 
take your criticism in good part. Ought not the, or a, Boarg 
of Deputies, to perform the function you allude to? The , 
gestion will be in time when we have room for it. "- 

Gibraltar.—The paper is received, too late this time for th, 
notice it deserves. 

)’s extracts are received with thanks: they are not, hoy. 


ever, suitable to our columns. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORTNIGHT 
Friday 28th April 28th of Nisan. 13th of sy Sabb. 7 o'clock 
Sabb. 29 “29 14 ** Portion, 


1 May 1 tye 


* Sabbath will commence at 7 o’Clock every Friday evening, until the 
18th of August. 


HE OCCIDENT; AND AMERICAN JEWISH Ap. 
VOCATE, Edited by the Rev. Isaac Leeser, Ph ladelphia—Aa periodical 
devoted to the spread of a knowledge of the Jewish Religion and Literature. 

One of the objects of this publication will be, to obtain and circulate information 
concerning the Jewish congregations in America, and to give, if possible, such items 
of their history as may be generally interesting. It is also intended to give aj 
proceedings of congregational and society meetings which may be deemed of sug. 
cient importance. Where the Israelites are upon a footing of equality with aj 
their fellow-citizens, it is but proper that they should be in possession of such ay 
organ as the Occident promises to be, to give circulation to matters properly 
belonging to them exclusively, without asking this as a favour from presses not 
under their control. But the chief end of the Editor is to give such information op 
the Jewish Religion as will render the ancient faith of Israel better understood and 
consequently better followed by its adherents: to raise, if possible, their mon 
standard, and to elevate them in the eyes of their fellow-countrymen of other 
persuasions. For this reason controversial articles will not be excluded, since we 
are bound to defend the principles upon which we base our mode of thinking and 
our course of conduct. The plan which the Editor proposes to himself is, to give 
all current news, of whatever kind, relating to the Jews; reviews of new works; 
extracts from old books, and original articles on scientific and religious subjects; 
together with poetry calculated to awaken pious feelings, and original and trans- 
lated sermons by different Jewish preachers. A department will also be devoted 
to advertisements. It is hoped that Jewish parents will avail themselves of this 
opportunity to furnish their families with a periodical calculated to advance the 
best interests of their children, by imparting to them, as it were, insensibly,a 
knowledge of the time-honoured law which has descended to us from a long line 
of venerated ancestry. They should consider that works of devotion are very 
scarce among us, many families being probably unprovided with any other book of 
the kind, except the Bible and prayer book; and that any addition to the stock of 
religious books cannot fail of being generally useful, as will be apparent to all upon 
the slightest reflection. The work will be printed in the best manner, with clear 
and large type, and appear every two weeks, in pamphlet form, of about 24 pages 
8vo. each, or 624 pages per annum. The Editor, however, reserves to himself the 
right of issuing it every month, giving the same quantity of matter, should be find 
it too troublesome to go to press every two weeks. The Price will be 7hree 
Dollars per annum, payable on the appearance of the first number in every year. 

Mrs, Jog, 42, Fore Street, London, has been appointed agent for the Occident, 
and for the sale of the sermons and other publications of the Rev. I. Leeser. 


M bdo HOSPITAL, MILE END, for the Support of the 
‘ Aged, and for the Education and Employment of Youth. 
Owing to the lamented death of His Royal Highness the Duke of Susset, the 
illustrious Patron of this Institution, the Anniversary Dinner appointed for the 
llth of May is postponed till further notice. S. SOLOMON, Secretary. 


EWISH LADY, a native of Germany, capable of 10- 
structing in Hebrew, German, and French, together with every branch of ae 
and ornamental needlework, would wish to meet with an Engagement in a Jew's 


family of respectability. For particulars apply to Mr. Lindenthal, New Synagogv®, 
Great St. Helens. 


EWS’ INFANT SCHOOL, 127, Houndsditch. A Benet 
in aid of the Funds of the above Institution, will take place at the Theatr 
Royal, Haymarket, on Monday the 15th of May. Application for Boxes, Stalls, 
&c., to be made to J. A. Joseph, Esq., 20, Vine Street, Minories, or to 
WALTER JOSEPHS, Honorary Secretary: 


April 18th, 1843, 
RACTICAL WORK ON EDUCATION.—A few copitt 


of ‘* Mental Culture, or the means of developing the Human Faculties.” 5Y 


I. L. LEVISON, may be had in cloth boards, at 5s. each, of Mr. S. Magnus, ¥ 
sale stationer, 127, Fenchurch Street. 


WV ANTED, « YOUNG FEMALE, of the Jewish Penis 


sion, as Lady's Maid or Companion. None but those who have 

situation need apply. Address B. Y. 27, Camomile-street, Bishopsgate. 

London: Printed for Mr. Frank in, by E. Varry, 27, Camomile ay 
Bishopsgate. Published by B. Sreri1, Paternoster Row; 4? “9 


B, 
had of the Printer; of Reynotps, Church Row, Aldgate; of re 


Brydges Street, Covent Garden; of Levy Norton Folgate, and 
all Booksellers and Newsmen. 
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